
 
 

Skills for Growth – Digital, and Culture, Creative and Tourism Calls 

Q&A Forum summary 

 

Q: What types of company can apply and is any given preference? 

A: NTCA can work with a range of organisations; CICs, private companies, charities, local 

authorities, etc. If a skills provider has multiple ‘arms’ with different categorisations, it is up to 

the provider to determine which arm is best placed to submit an EOI. 

 

Q: What guidance can be given on the scale and scope of the EOIs? Is it preference to be 

‘niche’? 

A: The minimum project value size is set out in the Call Specification. Where there is 

evidence of demand for niche activity, EOIs are welcome. Applicants may consider 

collaborating with other niche skills providers and/or with broader skills scheme to achieve 

economies of scale, or to reach the minimum scale. 

 

Q: Are what stage might EOIs be ‘merged’ to form collaborations or partnerships? 

A: We encourage interested parties to explore partnerships as soon as possible, and to use 

the Q&A forum as a space to spot opportunities. But it is not essential that partnerships are 

created prior to submitting an EOI. The team scoring the EOIs will be able to identify 

opportunities for collaboration, and we may encourage shortlisted projects to collaborate 

before moving to Full Business Case. 

 

Q: To what extent should EOIs align to regional and national initiatives? 

A: We encourage proposals to be mindful of existing/expected skills provision that will cover 

the North of Tyne area. We also recognise that the situation is dynamic, and this is not 

always possible. In this instance the clear involvement in and sponsorship of the proposals 

from employers is critical. The two-stage process allows some scope to adjust projects to 

reflect emerging provision or policy between EOI and Full Business Case stages – though 

we reserve the right to decline any changes deemed to be material, such as changes to 

outputs or value for money – between EOI and Full Business Case.  

 

Q: The Call refers to an up-to 80:20 split being possible across skills provision to skills 

coordination; how does this work? 

A: We do not expect all proposals to have an 80:20 split. 80:20 refers to the overall profile of 

what we might consider funding across the whole call; in other words, up to 20% of what we 

fund through this call in total may be considered as ‘coordination’ activity. 



Q: Can we clarify the location requirements of the Call? 

A: Organisations proposing solutions can be based outside of the North of Tyne area but 

individual participants benefitting from activity should be residents of NTCA at the time of 

beginning any engagement. Applicants should also consider that the primary objectives of 

the combined authority through this call are to improve skills of NTCA residents and grow 

employment and the skills pipeline within the NTCA area, within the sectors identified.  

 

Q. Do all participants have to be unemployed for more than three months? 

A: No. The call focusses on unemployed residents as one of three target groups. People in 

employment are also eligible. NTCA’s Outputs and Results Guidance which outlines all 

eligible outputs and results for NTCA funded activity is available at: https://www.northoftyne-

ca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/North-of-Tyne-Combined-Authority-Outputs-

Guidance.pdf  

 

Q. Does match funding have to be fully confirmed when EOI’s are submitted? 

Match funding can be ‘to be confirmed’.  This does affect scoring of the EOI’s (full confirmed 

will receive a bigger score).  However, the weighting for the Match Funding is relatively low 

compared with the Strategic Fit and Deliverability Score.  For further information on scoring 

please refer to the detailed scoring matrix associated with the Call Definition.  
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